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PRIVATE DAYCARE OPERATORS DEMAND GOVERNMENT REJECT UNION 

PROPOSAL TO SCRAP SUBSIDIES 
 
EDMONTON, AB (May 14, 2018): The Alberta Association of Child Care Operators 
(AACCO) is demanding the government reject a call to eliminate subsidies for parents 
attending private daycares, a move that would devastate Alberta’s child care industry.  
  
The Alberta Federation of Labour (AFL) put out a press release Friday calling for the 
phase-out of subsidies as part of its Fair Start Alberta campaign.  
 
The AACCO said such a move would devastate hundreds of private licensed and 
accredited child care centres and approved family day homes, eliminate thousands of 
vital child-care spaces, and should be clearly and publicly rejected.   
 
“Enough is enough. This stunningly-irresponsible proposal needs to be rejected 
outright by the government,” AACCO Spokesperson Leon Comer said. “The 
government has implemented the $25-a-day pilot project, but has refused to consult 
with actual child care providers at any point since forming power. The time is now to 
show leadership and an interest in protecting Alberta’s healthy, balanced child-care 
system.” 
 
Comer said the government has refused to say whether it will include private licensed 
and accredited daycares and day homes in its $25-a-day policy and would be creating 
more fear and uncertainty by staying mum on the AFL’s subsidy proposal.   
 
“We need to know where this government stands: does it want to protect and enhance 
Alberta’s child care system, or is it on a mission to impose an ideological system that 
consists of only non-profits like in Saskatchewan, where wait times for daycares are 
among the highest in the country,” Comer said. “Like with Bill 6, this government’s 
silence and failure to consult could be creating another devastating situation for 
industry.” 
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